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Danny Sparkes
Lead Governor and Public Governor for Runnymede, 

Surrey Heath, Windsor and Maidenhead



NHS Foundation Trusts

Not-for-profit public benefit corporations:
• Health and Social Care (Community Health and Standards) 

Act 2003
• National Health Service Act 2006
• Health and Social Care Act 2012

Foundation Trusts:
• Have a public membership
• Have a Council of Governors and Board of Directors
• The Board runs the Trust



The role of the Council of Governors

The Council of Governors is authorised by Statute with these 
duties:

• To hold the Non-Executive Directors to account for the 
performance of the board

• To represent the interests of the general public including patients 
and members

• To agree/approve certain large transactions
• To appoint the Trust’s auditors
• To appoint Non-Executive Directors, including the Chair and agree 

remuneration



Our Governors





How we have fulfilled our role

• Endorsed the Chairman’s and Non-Executive Directors’ appraisals

• Appointed one new Non-Executive Director and one Associate Non-
Executive Director

• Reappointed a Non-Executive Director

• Held the Non-Executive Directors to account via Governor/Non-
Executive Director meetings

• Contributed to the priorities in the Trust’s Quality Account



The Trust is holding Council of Governor elections in November 2021 in the 
following constituencies:

Public: Elmbridge by-election (one seat)
Spelthorne by-election (one seat)
Runnymede, Surrey Heath, Windsor and Maidenhead (three seats)
Rest of England (one seat)

Staff: Ancillary, Admin, Clerical and Managerial (one seat)
Medical and Dental (one seat)
Volunteers (one seat)

We wish to express our gratitude for those Governors that retired from the 
Council over the past year, Tom Allan, Neal Adolphus, Sinead Mooney, Rose 
Chandler and Iftikhar Chaudhri

Council of Governor Elections 2021



Celebrating the life of Bertie Swan

It was with great sadness that we learned 
of Bertie Swan’s sudden death in January 
of this year. She was Public Governor for 
the constituency of Elmbridge and began 
her role in December 2016.

Bertie was always very generous in her gratitude for 
Trust staff and, being a retired nurse herself, she 
appreciated the pressures they were under, especially 
more recently with the pandemic.

Bertie was enthusiastic and hard-working, often being first in line to volunteer 
for any additional membership activities.  Bertie also had a wonderful sense of 
humour, often bringing some much needed light-heartedness to discussions. 

Bertie continues to be missed by all, especially her Governor colleagues.



Farewell

Please note that these photos were taken before the pandemic when masks were not mandated


